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dition, therefore, 
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1") DUN LAOGHAIRE & BRAY 


MINISTER PRESSED . 


FOR 


STATEMENT. 


HEN Dr. O'Higgins 
Mr. Lemass to mak 
yesterday, on what was describe 


and other deputies pressed 
e a statement, in the Dail 
as the very critical 


situation of transport in the country, the Minister replied 
that it would not be possible to make a statement at 
present which would be sufficiently informative to meet 


the wishes of members. 


vic. I, F. O7HIGGINS said he had 
made that request privately, and 
informed that it was not 
intended to make any statement. 
Hii; reasor for putting" the uest 
again was that there was consider- 
ahle public uneasiness, and questions 
wre ". being add 
representatives. He thought that 
thy conveyance of ‘passengers and 
goods was a national matter, which 
should, at least, be consideréd by: 
Pariament rather than by a 
conipany. 


A crisis of this kind, which 
could only be compared to an 
invasion, should receive some con- 
sideration from the national 
authority. 


Mr. LEMASS said that it was not 
intended to make any statement. In 
fact, the Government could add 
hitle to what had been in the news- 
papers. 


UNEASY TALK 


Mr. DILLON said that there were 
many rumours, such as that a 
certain town would starve. They 
knew that nobody would be allowed 
to starve, but that kind of uneasy 
talk could be stopped if the Minister 
made a statement—even if he could 
ouly forecast for a week or say that 
there was no more coal, or say ‘how 
jt was proposed to use the native 
deposits of coal. Everybody appre-. 
ciated the Minister’s difficulties, but 
any statement would be better than 
the present position. | 

Mr. LEMASS said that the Govern- 
ment was fully consulted as far as 
the railways were concerned, For 
some years past priorities in railway 
traffic had been worked under 
Government direction. It was- not 
proposed to alter that arrangement. 
The position was so uncertain that a 
definite statement could not be made 
pow. 


Dr. O’HIGGINS said that 
some system of priorities in 
passenger traffic would seem to 
be necessary. People engaged in 
nationally important work might 
be left behind, Surely, pleasure 
travelling should be wiped out 
until such time as things got 
better. The m.tter should be 
attended to by the - national 
assembly rather than a company. 


Mr. LEMASS said that he thought 
it would be possible to make 
arrangements for deputies, but the. 
introduction of any kind- iorities, 
for passengers would inyolye in- 
quiries into the affairs of » 
officials of the Government or the 
company, and it would be almost im- 
possible to’ carry that out. 


BRANCH LINES 


Mr. DAVIN (Labour)- urged the 
Minister 20 reconsider the advisa- 
bility of taking the House and the 
country into his confidence rather 
than have semi-official statements 
published without any signature to 
substantiate them. It had been 
decided, presumably with the 
Minister’s approval, that the issue of 
return tickets should be sus- 
pended. Was it proposed to let 
300 or 400 people, . commercial 
travellers, who had urgent business 
in the country, go away with a 
single ticket next Monday without 
knowing when, if ever, they would 
be able to get back by rail? 

Alderman A. BYRNE asked for a 
discussion on the Dublin Gas Com- 
pany and its coal supply. Many gas 
companies were in a deplorable way, 
he said. i 

Mr. LEMASS said that there had 
heen a substantial number of Parlia- 


mentary questions asked about fil 


DESIGNED TO CARRY 


ressed' to public 


pex: 


~ all of which he had replied in 
, Mr. CORISH asked the Minister 
about the position of places served 
by branch lines. . 

Mr. LEMASS said it was intended, 
where branch lines were closed, that 
road ‘transport would be supplied for 
essential purposes. He . doubted 
whether any general discussion 
would be of very much usé at the 
present time, , 


LABOUR FEARS 


_ Close on forty union representa- 
tives, on behalf of all grades of 
workers on the Great Southern 
Railways, yesterday attended a 
conference with representatives of 
the company at Kingsbridge, 
and took part in a three-hour 
discussion on the effects of “the 
Serious rail restrictions which come 
into operation next week on employ- 
ment throughout the system. 

It was agreed that no statement 
would be made to the Press. 

Members of the cattle trade also 
had an interview with G.S.R. 
officials un the question of. trans- 

rt facilities for live stock, and it 
is ascertained that the company in- 
tends to provide for the working of 
the principal fairs. 


Of necessity, however, there 
must be a certain restriction in 
the conveyance of casual small 
lots of cattle, which must rely 
on ordinary goods trains. 


Before the meeting concluded, ap- 
preciation was expressed of the 
efforts of the company to: meet the 
trade as far as possible in very diffi- 
cult circumstances. 

Advance booking of tickets in 
respect of all trains on Monday next 
will open at the’ G.S.R. Booking 
Office, Bachelor’s Walk, Dublin, 
and at the other principal termini 
on the system, including Wexford, 
to-day. Through tickets to Britain 
via Dun Laoghaire will continue to 
be issued at Westland Row. 


LIMITATIONS 


_An impression of how the limita- 
tions of haulage power will restrict 
passenger travel may be gained from 
the allocations on various parts of 
the system. The 8.15 a.m. train 
from Kingsbridge to Waterford on 
Monday next will have a capacity of 
32 first-class fp 


assengers, and 
‘third-class traveHers, and the 9 a.m. 
‘to Limerick will be’ 


limited to — first-class and 300 
third-class passengers. The principal 
pap susce train.on the system, the 
9.45 a.m. to Cork, will carry no 
more than 100 first-class and 440 
third-class passengers. The 9.10 a.m. 
out of Westland Row to Sligo will 
be limited to thirty-six first and 
three hundred third class tickets, 
while the 10 a.m. from Westland 
Row to Galway will take no more 
than one hundred first class and 
two hundred and eighty third class 
fares. The limits of the Wexford 
train from Westland Row at 9.10 
a.m. will be forty-five first and two 
hundred and fifty third class 
passengers. 

Restrictions on numbers will be 
marked on the up-trains from the 
provincial centres, For instance, 


the 3.40 p.m. out of Waterford to | 


Dublin will carry only 10 first and 
100 third class passengers, while the 
north-bound train from Cork will 
carry only 60 first and 230 third 
class travellers. 

The two trains serving Athlone 
will, together, take only 15 first class 
and thirty third class fares, and 
two trains daily catering for 
Limerick will have accommodation 
for only fifteen first class and 140 
third class passengers in the 


A LADY OF FASHION 


IN THE PARK, 


Your transport is always to hand—when-it’s your feet. 
shoe cupboard. Lucky you, if you can step ‘inte 
& pair of well-made Saxone shoes — | 
your walk through life will be easy. Saxone 
have found the foshionable answer to 
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R. P. J. LITTLE, Minister 
M for Posts and. 
announced in the Dail 


EA from. 

: ; ' 
‘Dun Laoghaire te Holyhead on 

Tuesdays, Thursdays and Satur- 


Holyhead to Dun Laogha 
on Mondays, Wednesdays a 
Fridays. 

it was hoped, with the aid of 
cargo services to and from North 
Wall, that a mail service in each 
direction every day might be 
practicable. 


aggregate. Sligo’s allocation is 85 
ages pata Ballina 56; Westport 
; Galway 120, and Wexford 110. 

These limits are imposed not 
merely by the cut in fuel, but by a 


-serious falling-off in the quality of 


the fuel now available. 

Long-distance passengers will be 
given preference in the booking of 
tickets in advance, and for short- 
distance travellers tickets will be 
issued on the morning that a train 
is leaving provided that accommo- 
dation is available. | 

Speaking in the Dail last night on 
the estimate for the Department of 
Posts and Telegraphs, Mr. & J. 
LITTLE, the Minister, said that 
the new mail arrangements were 
being worked out, but he was un- 
able at the moment to give precise 
information as to the services which 
would be operated at any particular 
office. On the principal sections of 
the G.S.R. system he understood 
that two services were likely to be 
available for mail purposes in each 
direction each day, on the Dublin- 
Cork main lines; one service a day 
each way on the Limerick-Water- 
ford section; the same on the 
Mallow-Tralee section, On the 


Southern branch lines generally, 


and on the Eastern and Western 
sections, it was hoped to convey 
mails by goods trains on four days 
a week and i passenger trains on 
two days, although, by reason of 
overlapping, that, might not, neces- 
sarily mean a service on each of the 
six days. 

The position as regards foreign 
mails remained substantially the 
same as last year. 


Shipping Services 
Restricted 


The British and Irish Steam 
Packet Company has announced that 
as from next week their cross- 
Channet cargo services wil] be 
limited to two sailings a week to 
England, for cargo only, and one 
sailing a week to Glasgow, for live- 


stock and cargo. rr 


An official of the company told en 
Irish Times reporter that it would 
“séin | difficult to give an average 
figure for sailings up to the present, 
Sailings depended entirely on the 
amount of cargo to be carried, and 
there were often as many as three 
sailings a day. In addition there 
were. sailings .for. other a, such 
as Cork and Drogheda, which have 
now been ai . There was an 
average of about six or seven 
sailings a week from Dublin. 

It is understood that the London, 
Midland and Scottish Railway Co. 
will announce the changes in their 
schedules in the very near future. 


e . 9? 
Air Mails “ Off 

HE Post Office announces 
T that all air mail services to 
the continent of Europe and 

to Algeria, the Azores, Canary 
Islands, Cape Verde  Isiands, 
Libya, Madeira, Morocco and 
Tunisia have been suspended. 
Air mail to prisoners-of-war is 
also suspended. | 
Airgraph letters may now be 
sent to civilian addresses in West 
Africa—Gambia Gold Coast, 
Nigeria, and sierra Leone. 


G.A.A.’s Inrluence 


With Ministers 


THEN the Local Authorities 
W (Education Scholarships) 
Bill, 1944, which is to pro- 
vide for the award of scholarships 
to secondary and vocational schools 
by corporations and county councils, 
was given a second reading in the 
Senate yesterday, Mr. G. ‘ 
COUNIHAN asked whether. the 
Minister intended to retain the 
power of not making scholarships 
tenable at colleges where Gaelic foot- 
ball was not played. ‘‘ This Gaeiic 
Athletic Association,” he said, ‘‘ has 
too great an influence with the 
Ministers of the present Government. 
The sooner the Government puts its 
foot down and tells them to mind 
their own business, as far as educa- 
tion is concerned, the better it will 
be for the country.” 

Mr. M. COLGAN said he thought 
that the proper aim should be free 
secondary education for all. 

Sir JOHN KEANE stressed that 
the raising of their educational 
standard should be one of their 
foremost objects, and that the 
Minister should consider preparing 
an educational policy for this 
country something on the lines of 
the British Government’s White 
Paper: i 

esa! ‘R. MULCAHY said that 
to him the bill was indicative of the 
absence of any move forward in the 
larger question of education, 

Mr. DERRIG, Minister for Educa- 


‘tion, said he did not want to turn 


down any scheme, and the second 
stage was passed. —. 

Mr. LEMASS, Minister ‘for In- 
dustry and Commerce, moved the 
‘second reading of the Conditions of 
Employment. Bill, 1944, which seeks 
to remove doubts in regard to the 
interpretation of the Conditions of 
Employment Act, 1936. He said he 
was prepared to meet any represen- 
tations from the Trade Union Con- 
gress or the Federation of Manufac- 
turers on matters .arising from the 


Electricity Users 
Disconnected 


“About. 100 electricity consumers 
have been disconnec because. of 
their failure to comply ‘with the 
oe restrictions, 

E.8.B. found. necessary. to impose. 
The Board appreciates that the 50 
cent. cut on domestic consumers 


is severe, but it is pointed. out that 
the situation is oh parvus: thes there 


ne op tion to enforcement of the 


, NV. E. Clarke, Errigal, Orwell rd. 
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‘jammed with battle-worn 


he, P., Ou hterard.” 


,Seamen’s and Port Workers’ Union, 


the men concerned were sufficiently 


clothing was a genuine hard- 

‘ship on many people, and the 
trade would like to see pri 
to pre-war level, said ae ay é 
Bolger (on right in picture), Presi- 
dent ofthe Drapers’ Chamber of 
Trade, at the Chamber’s annual 
luncheon yesterday. 

Paying a tgibute to the Depart- 
ment of Soop for the manner in’ 
which it had dealt with the trade, 
Mr. Bolger said that the trade was 
never opposed to rationing, but 
prices were another matter. The 
marginal profits fixed were generally 
reasonable, but the exceptional cases 
merited more attention. Those 
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profits should be kept in line with 
pre-war rs. The President also 
said. tha 
some clothing available to charitable 
organisations. , 

r, J. H. McQuiston said that 
they hoped to see an end to the 
control of trade in order to have 
freedom of action to inspire initia- 
tive and enterprise. 

_ Mr, F. M. Summerfield (on left 
in Panta said that the emergency 
had thrown them on the enterprise 
and resources of Irish factories and 
given them goods well qualified to 
challenge similar manufacturers in 
other countries. Alderman Benson, 
T.D., President of the Dublin 
Chamber of Commerce, also spoke. 


SEBASTOPOL 


Complete 


ruins. 


Russian troops, breaking a way í 
past precipitous rocks, have reached 
the aqueduct south of the city, thus 
completing the arc round its land- 
ward sides, and bringing the whole 
town and port under gunfire. 


CITY FULL 


Land batteries, a screen of war- 
ship, and the flying artillery. of 
Stormoviks and bombers have all 
but sealed the -port’s sea exit, and 
the last German plane has been 
effectively grounded. The city is 
troops 
from all over the peninsula, while 
from their last foothold before the 
city the defenders are being fought 
back step by step over its immediate 
approaches. 

Fighting is going on for the last 
fortified positions outside Sebastopol, 
with the Germans throwing in their 
remaining tanks. 

A German High Command report 
broadcast by German radio last 
night said that heavy attacks were 
launched by the Russians, . after a 
strong barrage, , yesterday on 
several sectors of the Sebastopol 
perimeter, particularly near Sever- 
naya Bay. “ he oe eee 


IN GALICIA 


. Stubborn battles «continued. yester- 
day east and south of Stanislavov, 
in Galicia. The Germans are 
counter-attacking here in an attempt 
to- hold up the Red Army’s 
advance through the Carpathians 
and to prevent a drive on Lvov. 

™he Germans are using large 
forces of tanks and infantry, last 
night’s Soviet communiqué stated, 
and all counter-attacks were re- 
pelled. 

Russian ———— aircraft made 
another. heavy raid on Lvov rail- 
way junction on Tuesday night. 
Concentrations of trains with troops 
and equipment were bombed, and 
40 fires were started. Trains with 


IN FLAMES 


Strong-points Fall as Russians 


Blockade 


HE capture of several strong-points in the German defence 
system at Sebastopol was announced in 
communiqué. . Most of the port’s buildings are burning and in 


last nights Soviet 


With the Black Sea Fleet bombarding the shortening strip 
of coast held by the Germans and all airfields neutralised, the 
blockade of Sebastopol by land, sea and air is complete. 


ammunition and troops and oil- 
tanker cars were left burning. The 
fires were accompanied by -violent 
explosions. The Moscow communiqué 
= that fires were seen nearly 100 
miles 


home-going 
raiders. 


away by the 


Red Army forces yesterday 
continued their attacks aimed at 
extending the bridgeheads on 
the right bank of the Dniester, 
near Kishinev, and improved 
their positions | 


A Berlin broadcast: claimed that 
Hungarian troops had reoccupied the 
eastern parts of Zabie and Nad- 
vorna, towns in the Carpathian foot- 
hills south-west of Stanislavov. 

The German commentator, Martin 
Fallensleben, said last night that 
there is ample evidence that both 
sides are regrouping, and that soon 
a new storm will break on another 
part of the Russian front. 


NEW ATTACKS - 


** The increased German activity. is 
obviously due to the determination 
of the High Command to 


pro and stabilising the:front: line 
which they have reached,” he said. 
** The impetus shown by Axis — 
east of Stanislavov and south of the 
Dniester suggests that the Germans 
have not only brought up consider-. 
able forces for special tasks, but are 
determined to throw them into the 
‘battle. It should not be deduced 
that they are necessarily planning 
large-scale operations in this par- 
ticular region. 

“To the north of Tarnopol 
German patrols have established 
that the Russians are making fresh 
offensive concentrations in the rear. 
A Russian plan to break through in 
depth into Poland is indicated by the 
massing of forces on the north wing 
of the southern front and on the 


central front.’’—(Reuter.) 


THE “ IRISH 


in subscriptions for the Jrish 
_ Limes Fund for the relief of 
war distress. Further subscriptions 
are invited. Cheques? should be 
made payable to the Irish Times, 
Ltd., and crossed Irish Red Cross 
Society. 
Already acknowledged £12,883 9/7, 
John Power and Son, 
John’s Lane Distillery 
Norman Macnaughton and 
Sons (Dublin), Ltd., East rd. £25 0 
C E. Macaulay and 
Ltd., 15 Haymarket 
‘** Punchestown ”’ 
Charles James Hill, Ltd., 
51/3 King st., Waterford ... £10 10 
Mr. and Mrs. 8S. A. Wood, 
38 Wilfield Park, Ballsbridge £5 
Mr. and Mrs, J. F. William- 
son, 9 Lindsay rd:, Glasnevin £5 
John Latchford, Oakvilla, 
Tralee £5 
John McC: Latchford, Oak- 
villa, Tralee £5 
“In loving memory . of 
Q. BR.” £5 


J. CG. R. 
Mr, and Mrs. H. G. Gower, 
21 Vesey pl., Dun Laoghaire £4 
“ Youghal Sympathisera’’ ... £4 
£3 3s.—Mr. and Mrs. M. T. Byrne, 
Bellview House, Athy; and Mr. and 
St. C. Herman, Lyndale, 


On: £13,111 has been received 


Galway”; and 
£2 10s—Mrs. Thrift and Mrs. 
£2 2s.—Mr. and Mrs. Haughton, 


TIMES”? WAR 
DISTRESS FUND 


7 Templemore .ave., Rathgar; 
“J. W.F.’; Mrs. H. W. Moss, 37 
Wellington rd.; Mr. and Mrs. Bruce 
Levis, 1 Alta ter., Monkstown, Co. 
Cork; Mrs. and Miss Neale, The 
Abbey, Tullow; and the Misses 
Levingston Coolcreeva, Louisburgh. 

£2—‘‘ A Thankoffering ’’; Mr. and 
Mrs. William Sibley, 6 Belmont 
villas, .Donnybrook; “M. M. A.’’; 
and Stradbally (Leix) Social Club. 

£1 10s.—‘‘ Brian and Allan, Balls. 
bridge.” ° 

£1 4s. 6d.—‘‘ Three Sympathisers, 
K. H., Dublin.” 

£1 3s.—Valerie J. Thompson. 
+ £1 1s.—Mr. and Mrs. J. Hutchin- 
son, Athy; Joseph Sullivan, 1 Hen- 
rietta Pl.; Dalkey; “J. N. M.”; 
Miss ©. Hely-Hutchinson, Nether- 
cross, Swords; and ‘'Fenagh Rec- 


to dei : 
2i—Miss Price, Ballsbridge; 
“TL. G.”; F. M. Pollock, 4 Verge- 


1 mount Hall, ‘Clonskea ; te Pe AD gk 


Mrs. M. G. ffrench, 21 Clarinda Park, 
E., Dun Laoghaire ; Miss 8. McFar- 
land, Bray; “F. P. F. D.”; and the 
Rev. E. Bradshaw. 

10s.—* Grateful”; “XX. Y. Z.”:; 
Anonymous; and .Mra. and Miss C.® 
Belford, 10 Wilfrid Rd., Rathgar, 

8s. 6d.—‘‘ W. B. C., Maryboro’.”’ 

5s.—T. E. C., 10 Sydney Ave., 
Blackrock ; ‘‘Anonymons, Wexford’’ ; 
“The Spinster’s Mite’’; ‘‘ Gratitude 
to Greece ’’; ‘‘ Valerie Ann, Church- 
town ”; and ‘J. E. H.’ 

1s.—Vera. C. Montgomery, Phibs- 
borough, N.C. Road 


Strike at 
Dublin Docks 


: STOPPAGE of work has 
A - taken’ place in Dublin in 

_’ the discharge of the steamers 
Irish Plane "and Assaroe, which 
are managed by Messrs. Palgrave 
Murphy. There is a trade dispute 
between that firm and the. Irish 


following the refusal of the company 
to: re-engage the crew of the Irish 
Elm, which sailed for St. John’s on 
March 9th. The refusal to re-engage 
the crew was due to the fact thats 
when they entered a foreign port on 
the last voyage, they would not. sail 
the vessel to another foreign port 
unless they, were guaranteed. an 
additional bonus. “iii 
The Seamen’s Union claims that 


ye of | 


Jail Threat to 


Glimmer Users 


On the motion for the adjourn- 
ment of the Dail last night, 

Alderman A. BYRNE raised the 
question of the provision of.coal for 
the Dublin Gas Company, 

Mr. LEMASS, replying, said that 
the problems of the Dublin Gas 
Company. had existed: for some time 
past, and were not due entirely to 
obtaining supplies of coal. The main 
problem of the ‘Dublin Gas Company 
in keeping up. production recently 
was due to the quality of the coal 
as well as reduction in quantity 
obtained. It would be possible not 
merely to improve the quality of the 
supply of gas in the “on hours, 
but possibly to increase the number 
of hours in which the SUPP 
be available if the use of. 
a6 off ’” ho | could i be 
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the Chamber had made. 


loit. 
thé present interim “period for tú” 
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| raids on Northern. France 
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all time 
ns of bomba on importan 

gets in France. 7 
This assault was followed. yester 
an attack “in very great 
” on. Western. Germany, 


de Calais atea, and. Beigiurn by 
American aircraft. . i 
Four thousand tons of powerful 


high explosives—the greatest tonnage 


‘of bombs ever lifted by a bombin 
fleetfora single action—were carri 
across the Channel by R.A.F. 
Bomber Command Lancasters - and 
‘Halifaxes on Tuesday night to attack 
rfonr vital ‘‘invasion’’ rail links in 
France, says a P.A. Air Corespon- 
dent. 

The rail targets for this greatest 
night’s bombing of all time were 
Noisy-le-Sec and Juvisy, both on the 
outskirts of Paris, Rouen and 
Tergnier. 


GERMAN RAID 


Headquarters of the Strategic Air 
Forcé in Europe last night stated: 
“The air invasion of. Germany by 
Flying Fortresses and Liberators of 
the 8th American Air Force in very 
great strength continued to-day for 
the second successive day, and once 
again met only slight opposer 
from German fighters, in spite of th 
fact that the weather was excellent. 

‘Fighter aircraft factories in the 
vicinity of Kassel and aircraft parks 
at Eschwege, Paderborn, Gutersloh, 
Lippstadt and Werl—all of them in 
the vicinity of Kassel and Hamm— 
were hit, and in many instances 
hangars and barracks were covered 
. with bombs.”’ 

In these operations 21 German 
fighters were shot down, while seven 
Allied aircraft failed to return. 

Bombs were dropped in one 
country area a few miles inland in 
South-east England last night. One 
raider crashed and burst into flames. 
London had an alert of short dura- 
tion. 

In Tuesday night’s raid “thirteen 
German aircraft were destroyed, 
while another was shot down near 


the Dutch border. 


| Casualty Services 


The importance of standardisation 
in the administration of casualty 
service installations was referred to 
by the Minister for the Co-Ordina- 
tion of Defensive Measures (Mr. F. 
Aiken) yesterday, when he addressed 
officers of the Local Authority 
Casualty Service at the Iveagh Trust 
Buildings, Dublin. The officers are 
attending a four-day course of in- 
struction in organisation and ad- 
ministration- of casualty services. 

The Minister was accompanied by 
Mr, W. P. Blunden, Department of 
Defence ; Major A. E. Lawlor, 
Military Director. Civil Defence, and 
Major P. J. Delaney, Medical Officer. 


the Pas. 


_| BELLIGERENTS REPLY - 
Ps gf LO IRISH NOTE 


“To Save Rome from . 
Destruction” . 


& many to Mr. de Valera’s 
principal. belligerents to save 
nounced yesterday.’ ” 


President Roosevelt's reply, .sent 
out on April órd, was as follows :— 
“I have received through your 
Minister your recent communication 
concefning the danger which now 


‘threatens the city of Rome, I share 


your concern for the preservation of 
that. ancient monument of ‘our 
common civilisation and faith. 

“It is well known that American 
military: authorities in Italy are com- 
mitted to. a policy. of avoiding 
damuge to religious shrines and 
historical monuments to the extent 
humanly possible in modern warfare, 

‘*This applies to the city of Rome 
as well as to other. parts of. Italy, 
where the forces of the United 
Nations are engaged in actual fight- 
ing. We have tried scrupulously— 
« cé at considerable sacrifice—to 


i.  EPLIES from the Governments of the United States and Ger- 


addressed last month to the 


ome from destruction were an- 


spare religious and cultural monu- 
ments, and we shall continue to 
do so. . 

“However, in. addressing an 
appeal to-the Government of the 

nited States to preserve Rome from 

destruction, you are, of course, aware 
that’ the Germans, occupying the 
Italian capital by force, are using 
to the limits of its capacity the com- 
munication network and other 
facilities of Rome to further 
urely German military operation: 
f the German forces were not 
entrenched in Rome no _ question 
would arise concerning the city’s 
preservation. 

““I note that you have sent a 
similar communication to the German 
Government., The fate of Rome rests 
in that quarter.”’ 


Germanys Answer 


The German reply, handed to the 
Irish Chargé d’ Affaires in Berlin on 
‘Tuesday, and quoted by Reuter, 


says: “']í the message from the. 


Trish Prime Minister is based on 
the assertion that no measures have 
been taken by the - belligerent 
Powers íor the safety of the city 
of’ Rome; this does not correspond 
to the facts so far.as Germany is 
concerned. The Reich Government 
has for a long time given practical 
expression to its urgent desire to 
preserve the priceless monuments 
and works of art of the open city 
of Rome for the cultural world by 
bringing into effect comprehensive 
measures which Jed to a complete de- 
militarisation of the city. hereby 
they deprived the British and the 
American High Commands of every 
pretext to destroy indiscriminately 
dwellinghonses, churches, | monu- 
ments and hospitals, or to kill 
hundreds of women, children, and 
old people. 

These measures are :— 

**(1)—The Commander-in-Chief of 
the German Army in question has 
for a long time prohibited the billet- 
ing within the city of any army for- 
mations, command or supply in- 
stallations of the German armed 
forces. Only exceptions are the per- 
manent hospitals in which are 
billeted wounged soldiers and pri- 
soners of war,”as well as small forces 
of the German security police, which 
are being employed to support the 
Italian police. 

44 (2) id 
of the city of Rome, including all 
railway stations, has for a con- 


isiderable time been serving exclu- 


sively the needs of the civilian 
population. particularly the supply 
of food. It is not being used by 
the command posts of the German 
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He thought, also that, there was a 
reluctance on the part of the public 
generally to help the Guards, and 
h& instanced a case where . twenty 


icycle, and not, one of them was 
prepared to give evidence. As long 
as that spirit remained in the 


very far in arresting crime. | 
would very much like an exhaustive 
inquiry into the whole cause of 
crime and the remedy that might 
be tried. He would look into that 
to see what could be done. 

A question had been raised con- 
cerning the appointment, of additional 

robation officers. Deputy McGilligan 
had suggestéd that they were allow- 
ing the Department of Finance to 
stop them in this matter. That was 
not the case. He himself was not 
satisfied that extra probation officers 
were going to do the job. In his 
opinion, the giving of grants to 
societies, like the Society of St. 
Vincent de Paul, to help in this 
matter of probation, would be 
much more useful. The-ewhole 
community would have to lend 
a hand, and societies like the St. 
Vincent de Paul should be encouraged 
to help. They had made a very good 
startin Dublin, where, through His 
Grace the Archbishop, they had got 
the help a few years ago of members 
of the Legion of Mary, who acted as 
volunteers fo co-operate with the ro- 
bation officers to look after children 
on probation. sp 

ith regard to birching, THE 

MINISTER said that people who 
resorted to the type of crime such as 


Dail Sittings 


EPUTIES representing all 
D parties in the Dail agreed 
that, as from next week, 
the Dail should sit on two days 
each week—namely, Tuesday and 
Wednesday—from 10 a.m. to 
9 p.m. daily until the work of 
the session ig completed. 
This agreement will have to be 
approved by the House. 


robbery with violence, stealing hand- 
bags, and striking people on the 
head, would have to be dealt with by 
birching. Sentences of birching had 
been very rare in this country, and 
he was certainly not going to remove 
birching from’ the Statute Book, as 
he thought it might be necessary at 
times. : He was not going to stop 
District’ Justices from using their 
discretion. . That, was his considered 
opinion, aha 
As to the various increases in 
crimes of violence mentioned by 
Deputy Raleseeachaoifiy acre the 
Minister’ said there had been an 


1927 to “1943: there had not been a 
very large increase. on the whole. 
Robbery with violence .was a 
dangerous type of crime, and it was 
4 ge ane e S dangerous type of 
that. crime; that was taking place 
now. It was very largely. made 

sible by the partial, black-out. 
Recent. crimes were very alarming. 
The case which had happened 
recently, where a. man's body had 
been found in the river looked very 
much like: robbery .w i 

ey hoped to solve that crime, 


ioe watched a man stripping a 


country they were not going to get 
e 


increase in the last year, hut from | 7 


with . violence, á 
believed" they would. He] 
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Causes of Increase 
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R. @. BOLAND, Minister for Justice, replying in the Dail last 
night to the debate on the Estimate for the | 
Justice, said that he agreed that the major responsibility for the 
increase in crime rested with the parents. He also said that scarcity 


Department of 


of supplies was largely responsible. 


position was, just as he himself had 
realised it following his arrest and 


1940 he had given details of plans 
for the invasion of this country 
which had been captured. At the 
time there was a section of this 
illegal organisation in nearly every 
parish in the country. Those who 
had been released had not been asked 
for any undertaking” Some of those 
interned had offered to give any 
undertaking he demanded, but he 
would not accept their word, because 
it was part of the policy of members 
of their organisation to give under- 
takings and then break them. Mem- 
bers of that organisation had been 
given chances, and he had lived to 
regret his actions. / 

he most -dangerous of these 
people were now ufder lock and key, 
but to show how dangerous they 


Continued in Page 2, Column 4. 


he rail network of the area’ 


internment after the Civil War. In’ 


|p 


Army. Reinforcements and suppl 
traffic needed for the German fronts 
as well as the traffic of soldiers on 
leave is not being directed through 
the city of Rome. ' 

‘“(3) All members of the German 
armed forces are prohibited ‘as a 
matter of principle from entering 
the city of Rome. Only exceptions 
are individuals who have business 
in Rome itself with Italian com- 
mand posts, and who are active 
exclusively on behalf of the welfare 
and security of -the civilian popa- 
lation. They are allowed to enter 
the city with a pass issued by higher 
German command authorities. 

‘These German measures were 
made known publicly ih Italy 
several weeks ago by the German 
High Command, fi the Vatican 
has been informed of them through 
diplomatic channels. 

“The following is. therefore, a 
act :— 

“The city is not being «defended 
militarily. Military objectives of 
any kind do not exist within ‘its 
area. If the British and American 
bombers do attack the city of Rome, 
as they have so far done, there exists 
ne military reason for this, since 
only civilian objectives can be hit 
in Rome. 

“The anxieties of the Prime 
Minister of Ireland are, therefora, 
lacking so far as Germany is con- 
cerned of any basis, and the responsi- 
bility for destruction 
Eternal City rests exclusively with 
the British and American High Com- 
mands. 


DEMILITARISED 

“The Reich Government, which 
has always and exclusively been con- 
cerned with sparing the city of Rome 
and its population from the suffer- 
ings of air warfare, and preserving 
its unique works of art, must there- 
fore leave it to the Irish Prime 
Minister to address himself to the 
British and United States Govern- 
ments to point out to them once 
more that Rome is demilitarised—a 
fact which-1s- well known to t 
and to induce them to contribute 
their part for the preservation of the 
city of Rome for the civilised world 
by putting an end to their sefiseless 
attacks. Should the attitude of the 
enemies of Germany towards Rome 
fail to change, then they must bear 
the responsibility exclusively should 
the German High Command see itself 
compelled to revise its attitude for 
military reasons, 

“The question of the preservation 
of Reme has recently been the sub- 
ject of discussions also between the 
German Ambassador to the Holy See 
and the Vatican. On these occasions 
the German Ambassador has in- 
formed the Curia in the same way as 
has been done with the Irish Govern- 
ment about the measures taken by 
the Germans for the preservation of 
Rome. . 

“He has made it clear beyond 
doubt to the Vatican that the re- 
sponsibility for all destruction which 
has been and will be wrought. in 
Rome lies with the Americans, or 
the British.” 


Churchill-Roosevelt 

No meeting: between Mr. Churchill 
and President Roosevelt has been 
arranged, nor is Mr. Churchill géeing 
Marshal Stalin, states the London 
ress Association Correspondent, 
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